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EUROPE:   A   GEOGRAPHICAL   SURVEY

and distinctive flavor to Bruges, Gaud, Anvers and the other cities of
the plain.

Although the Belgian plain is small, differences in soil and rela-
tions to the waterways have led to numerous variations  in human

Harvesting potatoes, near Gand (Ghent), Belgium. (Keystone.)

development. The coast is low and sandy, with no good natural harbors.
Ostend is the principal port, but it is small and is chiefly important as
the terminus of the Channel steamers from Britain, In mediaeval times